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Meeting Communique
Commissioners met online on Tuesday 6 October 2026 and commenced with an Acknowledgement of Country.
Commissioners:
· noted progress on work to support greater research specialisation in Australian universities, and to strengthen research security and national security governance expectations in the Threshold Standards.
· noted progress in national FEE-FREE Uni Ready (FFUR) policy development and endorsed in-principle the proposed FFUR Taxonomy as a foundation for strengthening national reporting, evaluation and future policy development. Commissioners also welcomed ongoing work to build the FFUR evidence base and advance discussions on improving national recognition, portability and participation in FFUR programs.
· noted the broad factors that impact student retention in higher education, and good practice initiatives that providers can deliver to support students. They also noted data and analysis on retention across providers and equity groups. Commissioners discussed the value of including commentary on progress in addressing retention issues across the sector as part of the State of the Tertiary Education System report.
· endorsed in-principle the project plan for the development of pricing advice to the Minister for Education and agreed to progress consultation on the draft costing and pricing framework. Commissioners also provided in-principle support for the collection of the Australian Universities Costs Dataset to inform future pricing advice.
· noted modelling for current and forward-year allocations of Commonwealth supported places and discussed flow-on impacts on the Total Allocation Pool.
ATEC Commissioners 
Professor Barney Glover AO, Chief Commissioner (Chair)
The Hon Fiona Nash, Commissioner
Professor Stephen Duckett AM, Commissioner
Mr David Coltman, Commissioner
Apologies
Professor Mark Rose AM, First Nations Commissioner
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